A Risk Management’ Cure for Obamacare
By Rich Woldt – The Risk Management Learning Center!
	Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinctions.” 

 Obamacare is a case in point!
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A note to our International Risk Managers
“Obamacare,” for Risk Managers reading this outside the U.S., is the latest attempt in the U.S. to impose government/socialized healthcare on U.S. citizens. 
FYI, every US President since the Great Depression has tried to merge our free market healthcare/health insurance industry into a government run healthcare delivery system. The difference this time is they’ve ignored virtually every Risk Management (RM) principle and underwriting practice needed to make the “tools of transfer” i.e. health insurance work. This time, their efforts quickly grew from being “a fly in the ointment,” (That’s an expression farmers use in the U.S. when the ointment used to cure their cow’s udder rash has been contaminated) to being deservingly called “snake oil.” 
The fraud, dishonesty, and identity theft risks created when they empowered not-vetted personnel to navigate insured’s into government exchanges are enormous; only dwarfed by the risks to our religious’ freedom, when they required health insurance companies to cancel policies that didn’t cover abortions. There are no, I repeat no underwriting standards. No insurance applicant can be denied. Fact:is,the only way to keep Obamacare afloat will be to constantly raise premiums and force insured’s to accept higher deductibles, while increasing taxpayer subsidies and exemptions.  My best advice remains is to repeal the law and start over! Our Federal government has a vital role to play in both our healthcare delivery systems and health insurance industry. They only need to stand back and allow our free market enterprise to work in our private sector. 
The Obamacare bill passed through a Democrat controlled Congress with little or no time for it to be read let alone understood. Not one Republican voted in favor of the bill. It then took the U.S. Supreme Court to rule, (by one vote) that it was a tax (The largest tax in U.S. history). That empowered the Obama’ Administration to author rules and regulations under which Obamacare has been launched. In effect, Obamacare has turned 1/6th of the U.S. economy over to the whims of the Obama administration. 
If Obamacare is not seen as a path to Socialism, you might want to remember what Norman Mattoon Thomas said. Who is Norman Mattoon Thomas, you ask? 
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(November 20, 188 - December 19, 1968)
was a leading American socialist, pacifist,
and six-time presidential candidate for the
Socialist Party of America.

The Socialist Party candidate for President
of the US, Norman Thomas, said this in a
1944 speech:

The American people will never knowingly adopt socialism.

But, under the name of 'liberalism,'they will adopt every fragment of
the socialist program, until one day America will be a socialist nation,
without knowing how it happened."

He went on to say: 'l no longer need to run as a Presidential Candidate
for the Socialist Party.

The Democrat Party has adopted our platform.





Following are four RM observations with an introduction to what I’ve titled “American –Care.” As always, accept it for what it’s worth and send $25 to Rich Woldt at 1906 Barber Drive, Stoughton, Wi.54235 If you wish to reprint it in part or its entirety. 

Obamacare has been tried before!
A Risk Management (RM) Perspective

Every U.S. President since the Great Depression has tried and failed to merge our U.S. free market health insurance industry into a government run healthcare system. Obamacare is a reworked version of “Hillery’ care” of the ‘90s.  
Why do they fail? They practice no meaningful underwriting, and ignoring virtually all Risk Management principles and practices. For example, they dump everyone into one national risk’ pool, assuming everyone needs let alone wants to be insured. In the real world, older women seldom need or want maternity cover and men never do. Christians refuse to pay for abortion cover, and faith-healers know they’ll never need a doctor. 
To add insult to injury, Obamacare has failed to identify let alone manage the enormous fraud, dishonesty, internet scam, and identity theft risks created by not-vetted navigators entering confidential financial information into a government’ exchange.  
The only way we’ll rescue our healthcare system is to repeal Obamacare, return to free market underwriting, and limit government to regulating not running our private sector industries. The only way we’ll keep Obamacare afloat is to pay ever higher premiums, accept ever larger deductibles, and increase taxpayer subsidies. 
Should Obamacare be repealed? You be the judge! We now have the main-street press, FOX and “Judicial Watch”( http://www.judicialwatch.org/press-room) pointing us in that direction. In my opinion, “Obamacare has been a big American mistake!”  
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“AND NOW, ANY OF THOSE WHO
REFUSE, OR ARE UNABLE, TO
PROVE THEY ARE CITIZENS
WILL RECEIVE FREE INSURANCE
PAID FOR BY THOSE WHO ARE
FORCED TO BUY INSURANCE
BECAUSE THEY ARE CITIZENS.”

Ben Stein
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Obamacare has traumatized our Country!
Trauma caused by a sudden and unexpected event is measured by guilt, fear, and the sense we’re out of control. Whether it’s a terrorist attack, hurricane, tornado, an active shooting, or learning our health insurance was cancelled and our doctors have been fired, we all feel guilty knowing we somehow at fault, we worry about what’s going to happen next, and we wonder if we’ll ever regain the sense of being in control we had before Obamacare became the law of our land. To regain our sense of being in control, we need to regain our freedom. To regain our freedom we need to take charge of our healthcare, get government’ out of our lives, and recommit to the “Home Rule” doctrine on which our country has been built.    
Obamacare has violated the “Home Rule” doctrine! 
We’ve lived in a “Home Rule” nation since gaining our independence in 1776. “Home Rule” means no one, but specifically the Federal government, has the right to over-rule the safety and health decisions made within our homes or family unit. 

It means no government body can tell us what health risks to take, which risks to avoid, or when, where, or how to transfer the risks we can’t avoid or choose not to reduce, spread or assume. Obamacare, by its very nature flies in the face of the “Home Rule” doctrine. It violated our religious freedom when it forced Christians to purchase abortion contracts. It ignored our right to free enterprise when it forced insurance companies to market only contracts with which Obama agreed. In no small way, Obamacare has violated our right to home rule and self determination. In no small way, Obamacare had endangered the quality of our healthcare while driving up deductibles and health insurance premiums. It would be in the best interest of our republic, if elected officials acted sooner than later to repeal “Obamacare” and then rebuild our now damaged healthcare system and health insurance industry.
Obamacare ignores Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs!
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Maslow’s “Hierarchy of Needs” theory says, when disaster strikes, or for that matter when we’re confronted with a life threatening injury or illness, we first focus on our ”physiological” needs for immediate medical attention, food, shelter, safety, and stable employment on which we can rebuild our future. Once assured our physiological needs have been met, our attention shifts to fulfilling our need to belong. For example, knowing where we’ll be employed and from where we’ll receive dependable long term medical care.

 Obamacare, by causing millions to lose both their preferred health insurance and doctors, while taking billions out of Medicaid at the same time it’s adding millions to the Medicare rolls, has destroyed what little confidence might have had in government run healthcare.   

For Obamacare to succeed in our free Republic, it’s going to have to become more cost effective not less, and more focused on the individual needs of those insured. In both regards, Obamacare is proving to be an abysmal failure. 
Introduction to American-Care

There’s a saying in sales; “Features tell and Benefits sell!” “American-Care” recoups our tax funded investment in Obamacare, salvages marketing features that might work, returns all other Risk and Insurance management back to insurance professionals in our private sector. For example, American – Care will feature a global advisory board made up of experienced actuaries and underwriters tested under fire in the real world of Workers’ Compensation and Healthcare professionals. 

 Relax! We’ve heard the wake-up call!

It took the mass cancelation of policies and the forced enrolment into Obamacare for those duped by political rhetoric to realize we’ve lost the freedom our forefathers fought hard to provide. Unfortunately, that’s only the tip of the iceberg.  The fraud, dishonesty, internet scam and identity theft losses caused by not vetted Obamacare’ navigators will be dwarfed by the escalating costs of healthcare and healthcare insurance. We’ll never be able to indemnify the losses already caused by Obamacare, but we can avoid future losses by simply repealing the law and starting over. 

Let’s roll up our sleeves and get to work. Let’s start with a mission statement, to make sure we’re all on-board, heading in the right direction, and no one is left behind,: 

	  Mission Statement - America’s Affordable Health-Care

· We’ll honor America’s “Home Rule” and religious traditions, on which our country has been built, 
· We’ll manage the trauma created by Obamacare!
· We’ll properly identify, measure, and control all risks created by our efforts to meet the insuring and healthcare needs of all U.S. citizens. 
· We’ll adopt sound Risk Management principles and practices to provide cost effective healthcare insurance for every U.S. citizen; guaranteed from birth until death and beyond. 

· We’ll hold every insured responsible for managing their own healthcare risks and accountable for transferring risks they can’t avoid, reduce, spread, or assume into appropriate pools of insurance from which they’ll be indemnified.

· Finally, we’ll hold the Federal governments responsible for ensuring healthcare providers and health insurance companies deliver consistently high quality, timely, and cost effective healthcare products and services. 
Note: “And beyond” acknowledges the accomplishments of the U.S. credit union movement after they adopted the motto “The Debt Shall Die with the Debtor” and launched Loan Protection/Life Savings insurance and healthcare initiatives throughout the U.S. credit union movement.  Learn more    
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